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S. 2287
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve Boundary

Adjustment Act of 2004

As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources

on July 14, 2004

S. 2287 would expand by 3,000 acres the boundary of the Barataria Preserve Unit of the Jean

Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve in Louisiana.  The bill also would allow the

National Park Service (NPS) to acquire land within the unit’s boundaries by transfer from

other federal agencies in addition to other methods such as purchase or donation.

Assuming appropriation of the necessary amounts, CBO estimates that implementing S. 2287

would cost between $1 million and $5 million over the next several years, depending on how

much private land is acquired for the unit and on the final appraised value of that property.

We estimate that acquiring privately owned wetlands and two large tracts of federally owned

property (some of which is located inside the existing boundary but cannot be acquired

without transfer authority) would cost around $1 million.  If the NPS also purchases some

of the 86 acres of private uplands in the Bayou aux Carpes addition area,  total

implementation costs would increase by up to $4 million over several years.  We estimate

that costs to develop and manage the additional acreage would be minimal.  This estimate

is based on information provided by the NPS.

S. 2287 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded

Mandates Reform Act and would have no significant impact on the budgets of state, local,

or tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Deborah Reis.  This estimate was approved by

Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.
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